The Messenger

coldwater church of Christ

Jan. 27, 2013

Special Thanks

VISITORS,
WELCOME!

So many worked behind the scenes and in the very event of
things to make for a wonderful and beautiful memorial
service for sister Nora Boling. Thank you to so many who
prepared food for the family, organized, cleaned, were
present, and worked in other ways. A special thanks to the
men who were able to take time off in order to help with the
service.

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. WORSHIP
1:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Salvation Is Only In Christ

We have Bible classes for
all ages & Pew Packers
each Sunday at 12:30

by Jesse Sewell
!
! "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are
passed away, behold all things have become new." (2 Cor. 5:17).
! The word “if” always introduces a conditional sentence and always
implies a condition or contingency in which one thing is made to depend on
another. In the above verse, being a new creature is made to depend on
being in Christ, showing that no one out of Christ is a new creature, that old
things do not pass away, and that all things do not become new until one is
in Christ.
! "But," it will be asked, "is being in Christ necessary to salvation?" Let us
see. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." (Rom. 8:1). This
verse shows that in order to be free from condemnation, one must be in
Christ.
! Again, "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of his grace." (Eph. 1:7). And again, "Giving
thanks to the Father which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light. Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, in whom
we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins." (Col.
1:12-14). From these passages we learn that remission of sins is found in
Christ, and that therefore no remission is found out of Christ.
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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! "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ." (Eph. 1:3). From this we learn that all spiritual blessings are
enjoyed only in Christ and that none of them can be enjoyed out of Christ.
! "Ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto
you." (John 15:7). In order that prayer be heard and answered, one must enter into Christ and abide
there. Therefore, the prayers of those who remain out of Christ will not be heard and answered.
Furthermore, in order to be prepared for death, one must be in Christ, and live there. "And I heard a
voice from heaven, saying unto me, write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow
them." (Rev. 14:13).
! Still further, in order to have a happy resurrection, one must be of the dead that are in Christ.
"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first." (1 Thess. 4:16).
!
!
!

From what has been presented, we learn the following:

!

2.! To be free condemnation, one must be in Christ.

!

3.! To have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, one must be in Christ.

!

4.! In order to enjoy all spiritual blessings, one must be in Christ.

!
!

5.! In order that prayer be heard and answered, one must be in Christ. Thus, we see clearly that
! there is no salvation out of Christ.

1.! In order to be a new creature, one must be in Christ.

! But what does the phrase "in Christ" mean? That it is a figurative expression I think is clear, and
does not mean literally in the person of Christ. But that it means some near and intimate relationship
to him, I think is also clear.
! The spirit of man is spoken of as being in him — i.e., in his body. "For what man knoweth the
things of a man save the spirit of man which is in him?" (1 Cor. 2:11). And if there is anything in the
scriptures that is called the body of Christ, and in which his Spirit or the Spirit of God dwells, then to
be in that body is to be in Christ. Is there anything that is called the body of Christ? If so, what is it?
! "And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all." (Eph. 1:22). "And he is the head of the
body, the church, who is the beginning, the first born from the dead." (Col. 1:18). "Who now rejoice
in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for his
body's sake, which is the church." (Col. 1:24). Here we have three plain declarations that the church
is the body of Christ.
! In writing to the Corinthians, Paul says they are the church of God, (1 Cor. 1:2), and in the latter
says to them, "Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular." (1 Cor. 12:27). These
passages settle the question that the church is the body of Christ and to be in the church is to be in
Christ. But does the Spirit dwell in the church? "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" (1 Cor. 3:16). Here he calls the church the temple of God and
says the Spirit dwells in it. Hence, to be in Christ is to be in the kingdom of God, is to be in the
kingdom of his dear Son, is to be in the church of God, in the temple of God, in the body of Christ.
! But some man will doubtless ask, "Does this not attach too much importance to membership in
the church? I have heard great and good men say it is not absolutely necessary for a person to be in
the church in order to be saved, but that they can be saved out of the church as well as in it."
! I have heard all this too, but not from inspired men. It may be true that salvation is not in those...

...organizations called churches which uninspired men have gotten up. But inspired men have
clearly taught that salvation is in the church of God, and nowhere else. And as it is true that
salvation is in Christ, and in none else, it is important that we know how persons get into Christ.
! We find that sinful men and women are represented in the word of the Lord as being away from
him in some sense, and the Lord so represents them when he says, "Come unto me all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest; take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." (Matt. 11:28).
! So they are invited by the Saviour to come unto him and take his yoke, that is, his government;
and he promises that they shall find rest unto their souls. But how do they come to him and how do
they take his government upon them, which is the same as to enter into Christ? In order to learn
this, we must learn what Christ requires sinners to do that they may be saved.
! After Christ rose from the dead, he commanded his disciples to "go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. But he that believeth
not shall be damned." (Mark 16:15-16). Here are two things the Saviour requires in order to
salvation. When any number of conditions are expressed as necessary to salvation, the sinner
cannot be saved with any less number than is there expressed. So the sinner cannot be saved
without faith or baptism. We may find authority to add other conditions to these, but none to take
either of these away.
! Does the Saviour require anything else of the sinner? If so, what is it? He said "that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." (Luke 24:47). As the Saviour required this, we have the right to add it to the number,
and then we have three — faith, repentance and baptism.
! But are there any others, and if so, what are they? "Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 10:32). Here
sinners are required to confess the Saviour as God's Son and, therefore, we must add that to the
number.
! Now we have faith, repentance, confession and baptism. We now ask, are there any others? If
so, what are they and where are they to be found? I confess, I have not been able to find any
others. But I am aware that the preachers around me — many of them at least — will say, "Sir, you
have at least one non-essential in the number, and we think you ought to take that out, and put an
essential in its place." Well, which is the "non-essential?" The answer comes from many voices,
"Baptism is the non-essential." What then will you have me put in its place? And all those preachers
answer with one voice, "Prayer." But I have been calling on these preachers for 40 years to show
the place in the word of the Lord where Christ, or any of the apostles, ever required prayer of an
alien sinner as a condition of pardon, and to this time they have failed to do it. And I conclude, they
cannot.
! And so, I will let the conditions remain as I have them. If a sinner complies with all these, they
will bring him into Christ where salvation is.! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! www.gospelpreceptor.com

Sermon Review
The Greatest Book
(2 Peter 1:3)

I.

All Things that Pertain unto Life

II. All Things that Pertain unto Godliness

Hope

(Ezekiel 37:1–14)

I. The Recording (Ezek. 37:1–14).
II. Let’s Rewind (Ezek. 8:5–18).
III. Let’s Reach Forward (Rom. 1:21-23).
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Please Pray
Ruth & Elizabeth and family, in loss of Nora
Boling. She truly will be missed, but our memories
of her will forever bless our lives.
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Sue Cobern; Herbert & Helen Bowman
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Far East Missions

Get Involved!
Room Booking for Creation Museum Trip
Book by TODAY and let Jeffrey know by TODAY
so that he can have a head count in order
to make other arrangements
Standing in the Gap Lectureship at Nesbit
January 25-27; Theme: “Biblical Love”
Last day of Lectures is TODAY
Sunday Afternoon for the Savior -- Feb 3
Meeting with Parents of Youth -- Feb 3

Between Services
Family & Friends
Winchester family, in loss of Gema; Beverly Hays;
Bible Bowl -- Feb 9 -- 10:30 AM
Frederick Bland; Clyde Pruiett, Jeffrey’s
Genesis 7 – 9;
Coldwater & Independence Co-Hosting
grandfather; Greg Myers, Krystal’s father, to have
back surgery in near future for major back problems;
Kenneth Webb, Krystal’s grandfather, treatment for
Privileged to Serve
melanoma that has spread; Jerry Price, husband of
Sunday, January 27
Molly’s assistant, has brain tumor; Terry Hawkins;
Morning
Barbara Denton, friend of Molly, stage 3 cervical
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Wiley Tuggle
cancer.
Brigman Family; Janice Jenkins, coAnnouncements
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worker to Beverly Hayes, rare form of cancer. Carla
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Milba Sutton
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