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VISITORS,
WELCOME!

Written by Clifton Angel

SAUL’S SPIRITUAL

EXPERIENCE

“And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light
from heaven: And he fell to the earth” (Acts 9:3–4a).
At his recounting of this occasion to King Agrippa,
Paul (formerly Saul) said, “At midday, O king, I saw
in the way a light from heaven, above the
brightness of the sun, shining round about me and
them which journeyed with me” (Acts 26:13).
(continued inside…)
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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Many religious organizations encourage the giving of “testimonies.”
Generally, it is a “feel-good,” very emotional story told to show a
particular person’s view of how they “experienced” salvation.
Oftentimes, it is used for the purpose of discipling others to their
religious organization, and I’ve even found record where the giving
of testimonies can be a very “coached” event (they are told what to
say, and what not to say).
Without doubt, the process of salvation is a very emotional
occasion. The Scriptures teach us that repentance unto salvation
requires godly sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:10). Also, it is logical and
evident that one would be lled with joy, immediately following his
conversion (cf. Acts 8:36–39). I distinctly remember the emotional
feeling after rising out of the burial of baptism. It was a feeling of
relief. It felt like a burden was lifted from my shoulders. The process
of salvation is a very emotional occasion; however, we must
recognize that our emotions are not earmarks for salvation.
You see, some of the same emotions are felt at other times. I was
extremely sorrowful at the untimely death of my father; however, it
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was not a sorrow over sins that leads to repentance. I was extremely

relieved and lled with joy at the successful birth of my son (my wife
had an emergency c-section because his umbilical cord was around
his neck); however, it was not an occasion of sins being washed
away. Again, an emotional experience is not an earmark of
salvation.
It is a devastating reality that many base their faith on feelings, and
not the Scriptures. I’ve heard the likes of “I wouldn’t trade the
feeling in my heart for any verse in the Bible.” Some give
testimonies of emotional experiences, seemingly miraculous
happenings, seeing light, etc., claiming these as the evidence of
their salvation. If anyone has had an emotional experience in their
conversion, Saul has. However, it was not his truly miraculous
experiences, nor the emotions that he felt, nor the light that he saw
that were the earmarks of the moment he was saved.
In his words, Saul (Paul) tells us that faith comes from hearing God’s
Word (Romans 10:17), repentance leads to salvation (2 Corinthians
7:10), confession with the mouth is necessary for salvation (Romans
10:10), and a person is not saved until he is baptized (Romans 6:3–
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4; Galatians 3:27; Acts 22:16).

Please Pray

Get Involved!

Aiyana Meredith, had stomach bug last
week; Wiley Tuggle, upcoming surgeries on
each leg; Clarence & Faye Edwards;
Sammy Williams; Inez Neyman.

Youth Devotionals 2021
Sign up to host a youth devotiona

Far East Missions
Fishers of Men
NetCasters

Nesbit Lectureship — Jan 27 – 31
Flyer on bulletin boar
5th Sunday Contribution — TODAY
All above budget goes directly to building fun
Men’s Leadership Class — Feb 7, 12 PM
All men invited (young & old)

Family & Friends
Kristen Hoggard, Tim M.’s niece, battling
Privileged
flu & covid while pregnant; Macadden
Easley, bruised lung and cuts from auto Sunday, January 31
Morning
accident; Jerry Cooper family; George
Prayer Before Class
Moore family; Rick Comans family; Linda
Announcements
Song Leader
Rosado, Monica’s mom; Wendy Jackson,
Opening Prayer
Marc’s friend, diagnosed with cancer;
Sermon
Donny Hunt, Tim M.’s uncle, had triple
Lord’s Supper:
Preside
bypass surgery; Cheryl Pegram, Jason’s
friend.
Assist
Closing Prayer
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Andy Ratliff
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Clifton Angel
Andy Ratliff

Closing Prayer

Jim Jackson
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Jerry Davis
Billy Bland
Jason Bayless
John Wofford
Clifton Angel

Song Leader
Opening Prayer
Sermon
Lord’s Supper

Song Leader
Prayer
Invitation
Prayer

Wayne & Amanda Lyons
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Serve

Wednesday, February 3

Anniversaries
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News & Notes
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