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RESPECTING GOD’S
SPEECH AND SILENCE

VISITORS,
WELCOME!
Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. WORSHIP
1:00 p.m. WORSHIP
Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. Bible Class
We have Bible classes
for all ages & fellowship
for lunch every Sunday!

Written by Noah Icenhour
It might surprise you that there is no passage in the Bible
that says “Speak where the Bible speaks and be silent
where the Bible is silent.” This is a slogan that has derived
from a quote from Thomas Campbell.
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There are however several passages that teach this in
principle. Four of these passages explicitly say not to add
or detract from what has been written.
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In Deuteronomy 4:2 it says, “You shall not add to the word
that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep
the commandments of the Lord your God that I command
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This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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… you.”
Again, in Deuteronomy 12:32 it says, “Everything that I command you, you
shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it.”
Then in Proverbs 30:6 it is written, “Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke
you and you be found a liar.”
Finally, in Revelation 22:18-19 it warns, I warn everyone who hears the words
of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the
plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city, which are described in this book.
These passages give two clear, explicit commands: Do not add to the
commandments and do not take away from the commandments.
Another passage that speaks to this discussion is Deuteronomy 29:29 which
says, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the
words of this law.” The indication seems to be that anything not revealed by
God is for him. He has revealed his will for us, and that is what we should be
concerned with.
Lastly, Deuteronomy 18:20 needs to be considered. It says, “But the prophet
who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him
to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall
die.’”

Paul also had a few things to say about respecting the authority of the word of
God. In 1 Corinthians 4:6, he wrote, “I have applied all these things to myself
and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one
against another.” He warns the Corinthians to not “go beyond what is written.”
Paul also gave warnings, to those to whom he ministered, not to accept
revelations or anything that is different than what they had received. He wrote
to the Galatians, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that
there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort
the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As
we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed” (Galatians
1:6-9). Paul seems to put an emphasis on Christians focusing on what has
been delivered, rather than what has not been delivered.
John also wrote that Christians should not go beyond the word of God. In 2
John 9-10 he wrote, “Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the
teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this
teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting.”
Therefore, when God speaks for or against something, we must also speak.
Yet when God is silent about something, we must also remain silent or we risk
saying something that He did not. God’s word is powerful. Let’s rely on His
word rather than our own opinions. Only his words contain eternal and
abundant life.
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News & Notes
Please Pray
Seth & Jan Daniel; Leah Angel, strep;
Wiley Tuggle; Terry Davis; Sammy
Williams; Inez Neyman; Clarence & Faye
Edwards.

Far East Missions
Fishers of Men
NetCasters

Get Involved!

Providence Place Devo: Mar 8, 2 PM
Coldwater Youth Devo: Mar 13, 6 PM
Signup to give headcount for pizza
Bring your favorite PIE dessert
Youth Night @ Nesbit: Mar 16, 7 PM
6th – 12th grades, Let Clifton know if going
Bible Bowl @ Collierville: Mar 21, 4 PM
Youth Day @ Forest Hill: Mar 28
MSOP Lectureship: Mar 29 – Apr 2

Family & Friends
Sign up to TEACH 2nd Qtr, begins Apr 5
Jack Tidwell family, Mischel's grandfather,
Privileged to Serve
funeral was Thursday; Gin Phillips,
Mischel's mom, breast cancer surgery 3/9; Sunday, March 8
Morning
Joe Easley, Molly's brother, kidney stones,
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Jim Jackson
hernia, and digestive enzyme issue; Leah
Announcements
Billy Bland
Song
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Andy
Ratliff
Savage, Lara's mom, recovering from back
Lord’s Supper:
surgery; Elsie Rich family, Lara's great-aunt
Preside
Jeffrey Ferrell
Kevin Dixon
passed; Martha Williams, Amanda Lyon's
Assist
Daniel Owen
grandmother, dementia; George Williams
Tim Wilkes II
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John Wofford
family; Aaron Thompson.
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Closing Prayer
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