. The Messenger

FR CH RCH OF CHR

Further clarification/details for our Islam seminar:

The seminar will be presented via DVD. There are 8 lessons, each being
about 30 minutes in length. Lord willing, we will show one lesson per

Sunday from September 1 through October 20. The lessons will be

presented during our 1 PM services on those dates, except for the week of
October 13. That week, Mike Hixson will be preaching for us in our Gospel

Meeting. We hope that you can join us on these occasions!

and Christianity

When? Every Sunday from Sep 1 - Oct 20
[Gospel Meeting Oct 13-16]

Time? 1:00 PM

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).

VISITORS,
WELCOME!

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. WORSHIP
1:00 p.m. WORSHIP

Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. Bible Class

We have Bible classes f
all ages & Pew Packer
each Sunday at 12:30

P.O. Box 321
2008 Hwy. 306
(1.2 miles east of I-55)
Coldwater, MS 38618
(662) 622-7951
emailus@coldwatercofc.co
www.coldwatercofc.corn

ELDERS
Billy Bland
W. Timothy Wilkes, Sr.
Jim Jackson

DEACONS
Jason Bayless Jared Brown
Jerry Davis  Jeffrey Ferrell
Ron Johnson  Andy Ratliff

PREACHER
Clifton Angel
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A Real Hate Crime

Recently, a group of people visited my home. During
their visit, | was able to observe a most intriguing eventN
a father disciplining his son. The three of us were in my
kitchen. The young boy, not even able to talk, was
attempting to get into the cabinets. His father called him
by name and plainly said, ONo.O The child looked at his
father and immediately turned back to the cabinets to
continue his endeavor. And so, the father took his sonOs
hand, spanked it, and repeated the command, ONo0.O

The process had to be repeated at least once more, but A "r'
eventually the young boy stopped, turned to his father ‘ /

and with outstretched arms and a smile on his face ran ‘

into his fatherOs arms. While such a response to

discipline is less common, it speaks volumes. You see, that father was expressing tremendous
love toward his son. It was cabinetsNwhatOs the big deal? Actually, such a OsmallO expression
has a larger impact than one may think. While | did not care so much about anything he could
damage of mine, the father was teaching his son about the respect of othersO property. While
the son did not know it at the time, the father was preventing him from potential greater
harm; for, behind some of those cabinets are toxic chemicals. The father was teaching his son
about obedience. And he was teaching his son about authority. Each of these is a great
expression of love.

Each of the things this father did is a Biblical principle of discipline. OThe rod and
reproof give wisdom; But a child left to himself causeth shame to his motherO (Proverbs
29:15). OFoolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; But the rod of correction shall drive it
far from himO (Proverbs 22:15). ODo not withhold correction from a child, For if you beat him
with a rod, he will not die. You shall beat him with a rod, And deliver his soul from
hellO (Proverbs 23:13D14, NKJV). Dear friends, the translation of the Hebrew into English is not
advocation of physical abuse. It is a proper use of physical force stemming from a rooted
love. This father lovingly provided for his son prevention, protection, submission, and
correction. In so doing, he showed the opposite of hatred toward his son: OHe who spares his
rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him promptlyO (Proverbs 13:24, NKJV).

Daily, our world is trying to redefine things which are holy as hatred. Often, there is
the push to make loving endeavors into Ohate crimes.O It is past time that we see one of the
greatest of true Ohate crimesONa lack of discipline. OHe who spares his rod hates his son.O

Nwritten by Clifton Angel




10 Things Satan Loves At Your Congregation

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to realize the devil is everywhere in this world. And he is trying his hardest to creep
into the Lord’s Church — the one place that should be a haven from his handiwork.

We are reminded to watch out for him:
Be sober-minded;!be watchful. Your!adversary the devillprowls around!like a roaring lion, seeking someon

devour. ( Pet. 5:8)

Satan specializes in wreaking havoc on the Church. And he’s got his sights on your congregation.
Notice some of the things he loves:

Apathy. Satan loves taking away our passion for pleasing God. One of his favorite lines is, “What’s the big deal?”
Just look at all the indifference in your congregation right now. It’s spiritual cancer.

Scandal. Satan loves a gossipy story about an affair, a conflict of interest, greed, or woeful mismanagement. If it
could make one or two families leave, or even split the church, even better.

Busybodies. Satan loves piling on for Christians activities which produce very little for the Kingdom. And he also
loves encouraging members who always have to be doing ‘something’ (regardless of whether it is actually needed)
and those who always have to be ‘in the know.’

Conflict. Satan loves disagreements between members, and he loves leadership meetings that get out of hand.
The more trivial the subject, the better the show is for him to watch.

Burnout. Satan loves to dishearten or exhaust a busy church member or leader. He tries to make them feel like
they are no longer needed, appreciated, or capable.

Rumors. Satan loves dividing people and disrupting relationships. He looks for opportunities to plant juicy little
stories — true or not — about other members and sometimes even entire congregations. Once a rumor is started, he
sits back and watches it spread and grow larger in the process.

Marriage & family destruction. Satan loves family problems, especially if it is a key leader’s family. He offers
opportunities for an affair. He encourages prodigal children. He festers hurt feelings. He knows if he can destroy the
home, he can destroy the congregation.

Error. Satan loves false doctrine (and even making the word ‘doctrine’ seem out-of-style). And a belief or teaching
doesn’t have to be entirely false for it to be wrong — it can be partially, or even mostly, true. Truth that may only be
imbalanced, or truth that has been watered down just a little bit, is still error. Whatever it takes to disguise a wolf and
lead sheep away from their Shepherd.

Ignorance of God’s Word. Satan loves encouraging the pulpit to preach fluffy sermons, void of any real
spiritual meat. He knows Scripture illuminates sin & error (cf. Psa. 119:105), and wants to keep things as dark as
possible.

Egos. Satan loves pride and arrogance. He whispers things like, “You're to0 good to confess your sin,” or, “You’re
too important to admit you were wrong.”

While we need to be aware of Satan’s schemes, the real danger is that we won’t recognize his attacks. We accept
these things as being “normal” for every church, and thus we lower our guard and drift away unknowingly. We need
to see the spiritual war for our souls and for our congregations for what it is (cf. Eph. 6:12) and snap back to reality.

Fight the good fight of faith (1 Tim. 6:12) against the Evil One. Be encouraged, because Jesus has “overcome the
world” (John 16:33).

Never forget the most encouraging news of all during this fight:

Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, forthe who is in you is greater than'he who is i

World (1 John 4:4)" " " " n non
Nwritten by Ben Giselbach
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Please Pray

Get Involved!

P
Wiley & Betty Tuggle, have had very rough days latel
Sue Cobern; Helen Bowman; Clifton Angeldoing well
after treatment, next for him are routine follow-ups/scghs.

OpenDoor Ministry
Fishers of Men
Far East Missions

Family & Friends

Tate County Adopt - A - Mom
See Lynn, Jan, or Amanda for details
Give donation money to Jan or Amanda

Islam DVD Series -- Begins Sept 1 -- 1 PM

1 Lesson per Sunday through Oct 20

8 Lessons Total, Gospel Meeting Oct 13 week

Andy Jones had surgery to remove cancer fripm 8" Annual Preachers Files Lectureship

esophagus and stomach, recovering in ICU at B
Desoto; Haley Coe GeoffreyOs niece, head injdry;
LaJuan CollumsQ BillyOs sister, cancer returngd
receiving treatments, battles other health problems
Steve Ange) was able to go homdpy Angel, Clifton0)
older sister, battling various health problem¥phn
Simpson was able to go homeRoy Cobern, Sue

Iso;

ptisGep 6-8, see schedule flyer on bulletin board

Hosted by Rogers Springs church of Christ

Looxahoma Ladies Day
In September, more details to come

brother-in-law, broken face bones, wrist, and 8 ribs,
to go homeRaleigh Wooten at homeJoAnn Prestage

'ﬁriviﬁegec[ to Serve-

Sara NorrisO sister, cancBsha Higginbotham in nee
of a kidney transplant, also has cataracts, and other
problems; Curtis Cates, Linda Perkins, Tim West(s
mother-in-law, leukemiaMac Owen Bob Spurlin; Kam
Spencer Ally Jo Kelly, toddler with leukemiaBrad &
Sheri Daniet Noah Judd; Carly Wright , 3 yr. old with
liver cancer;Joe & Josephine Johnstonand their son
Charles and ChrisNicholas Franks Frederick Bland;
Barbara Denton; Brigman Family; Janice Jenkins;
Carla Carlson; Wes, brother of Deb Peeler, canc@®wpris
Easley; Eli Williams; Ray Maples; Wayne
Collinsworth; Andrew Hagewood; Janie Brister;
Chuck Tharp; Renee Loya; Aubree Harris; Virginia
Mayfield; Peyton Harville; David Bragg

Birthdays
8/10 Caleb Baker 8/19 Ron Johnson
8/15 Carolyn Davis 8/21 Sue Cobern
8/16 Clifton Angel  8/25 Addi Bayless
8/16 Alianna Davis 8/26 Jim Jackson

8/19 Helen Bowman 8/28 Jerry Davis

Anniversaries

8/2 -- Jared & Rebecca Brown
8/6 -- Tim Il & Rachel Wilkes
8/6 --  Tren & Toranda House
8/18 --  Ron & Anna Johnson

eSlRday, August 18

Prayer Before Class
Announcements
Song Leader
LordOs Supper:
Preside

Assist

Opening Prayer
Sermon
Closing Prayer

Song Leader
Opening Prayer
Sermon
LordOs Supper

Closing Prayer

Wednesday, August 21

Song Leader
Prayer
Invitation
Prayer

Jerry Davis
Billy Bland
Jared Brown

Joe Owen
Andy Ratliff
Daniel Owen
Dalton Owen
Jason Bayless
Clifton Angel
Seth Daniel

Jared Brown
Jim Jackson
Clifton Angel
Joe Owen
Daniel Owen
Jeremy Moore

Jared Brown
Andy Ratliff

Clifton Angel
Jerry Davis




