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"NO ONE KNOWS"
PART TWO
Written by Clifton Angel
Formerly, we have shown that, beginning at the record of
Matthew 24:35, Jesus' discourse transitions from the
destruction of the Jerusalem temple to "the end of the
world"—His final coming. He had shown many evidences
and "signs" whereby Christians in that generation could
know when to flee Jerusalem and be saved from the
Roman invasion (cf. Matthew 24:4–34). In contrast, Jesus
says "no one knows" (24:36, NKJV) when His final coming
will occur. In other words, there will be no evidences, hints,
or signs whereby we can calculate the time He will return. It
will be news to the saved just as much as the lost;
therefore, we must always be ready. Such is a summary of
Jesus' many words that follow to emphasize the need for
His followers to always be ready spiritually.
First, He uses the example of God's judgment upon the
world in the days of Noah. "For as in those days which were
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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the ark, and they knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall
be the coming of the Son of man" (Matthew 24:38–39, ASV). Jesus had formerly
used this example and added to it God's judgment in the days of Lot to teach the
same concerning "His day"—the day Christ will make His final return, the physical
universe will be destroyed, and all will be judged by Him (Luke 17:22–37; cf. 2
Peter 3:9–10; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
Next, Jesus continues to emphasize the unknown time of His coming using the
illustration of daily activities of His day. "Then shall two be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the
one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what
hour your Lord doth come" (Matthew 24:40–42). Luke records this same
illustration of Jesus on another occasion, yet concerning the same unknown endtime (cf. Luke 17:34–36). Luke's record includes this addition: "In that night there
shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be
left" (17:34). Some have indicated Jesus' mention here of activities that take
place at different times of day: men sleeping (night), women grinding at the mill
(morning), and men in the field (midday) (Jackson). It is likely this is another detail
that points to the fact that Jesus final return will be a global event. Because of the
different time zones, Jesus' universal appearance will happen at different times of
day, depending upon geographical location. Furthermore, there may be
reference here to the order of the righteous having preference over the
unrighteous in that final day. The righteous and unrighteous in the grave will be
resurrected on that same day (John 5:28–29). But the righteous will be united
with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). Premillennialists apply Jesus' illustration
to their false doctrine of the Rapture. This doctrine teaches that Jesus will have a
secret return, in which the righteous will be taken and the unrighteous left
behind, then there will be seven years of tribulation. Such teaching contradicts
plain passages like John 5:28–29, where we learn the righteous and unrighteous
will be raised on the same day, and 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17, where we learn that
Jesus' return will be the least secret event in the world's history—He will descend
with a shout , the voice of the archangel, and God's trumpet.

Next, Jesus emphasizes the unknown time of His coming with the illustration of a
thief burglarizing a home. "But know this, that if the goodman of the house had
known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would
not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:43–44). Paul
and Peter both used the same illustration concerning Jesus' final coming (1
Thessalonians 5:1–10; 2 Peter 3:9–10). Because a thief does not give warning
before burglarizing a home, the homeowner must always be prepared for such
an event. Likewise, Christians must always be prepared spiritually for the Lord's
return.
Next, Jesus uses a series of parables to further emphasize the fact that His return
time is unknown to all men and that it is vital we be ready at all times. At Matthew
24:45–51, we read a parable of a servant entrusted to care for his master's
household while the master is away. Will we be a "faithful and wise" servant of
Jesus or will be found an "evil servant" when He returns? At Matthew 25:1–13, we
read a parable of ten virgins that were engaging in the ceremony of the groom
uniting with his bride. Concerning their preparation for said event, "five of them
were wise, and five were foolish." When Jesus returns, will we be found prepared
and wise, or unprepared and foolish? At Matthew 25:14–30, we read another
parable concerning a master and his servants. This time, the master assigns
varying amounts of goods to his servants for the purpose of them growing their
master's possessions. When Jesus returns, will we be found to have grown in the
spiritual goods with which Jesus has entrusted us?
Finally, Jesus closes His powerful discourse with the judgment scene at His final
coming, exhorting His followers to always be compassionate and caring for those
in need (Matthew 25:31–46). The righteous who do so will receive "life eternal,"
but those who do not will "go away into everlasting punishment."
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