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The Question of Inerrancy
by J.W. McGarvey

[Editorʼs Note: The following article was penned by J.W.
McGarvey and originally appeared in the May 27, 1893
issue of Christian Standard, reprinted in McGarvey, 1910,
pp. 36-39. While the specific occasion that elicited the
article has long since passed, the principles have not, since
they still afflict the thinking of modern liberal theologians.
We commend this timeless article to your consideration.]

I believe it was Professor Briggs who first introduced the
current use of the term “inerrancy” in the controversy about
the character of the original Scriptures. If he did not, he at
least has given it its chief conspicuity in recent discussions. It
is well-known that no intelligent man claims inerrancy for the
printed Bibles which we now use, whether in the translations
or the original tongues. The question has never had
reference to any other than the language of the inspired
writers, as distinguished from the alterations and
interpolations which have been introduced by copyists and
editors. In other words, it has reference to the autographic
writing of the authors of the books. Instead of meeting the
question fairly, those gentlemen who are so fond of an errant
Bible, have taken a great deal of pains to obscure the real
issue by throwing dust into the air. Professor Warfield, of
Princeton, has an excellent article in the Independent of
March 23, in which he scatters this dust, and lays bare the
real issue in a most intelligible manner. We quote him:
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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We have heard a vast deal of late of “the first manuscripts of the Bible which no
living man has ever seen,” of “Scriptures that have disappeared forever,” of
“original autographs which have vanished;” concerning the contents of which
these controversialists are willing to declare, with the emphasis of italics, that
they know nothing, that no man knows anything, and that they are perfectly
contented with their ignorance. Now, again, if this were to be taken literally, it
would amount to a strong asseveration that the Bible, as God gave it to men, is
lost beyond recovery; and that men are shut up, therefore, to the use of Bibles so
hopelessly corrupted that it is impossible now to say what was in the original
autographs and what was not! In proportion as we draw back from this contention
—which is fortunately as absurd as it is extreme—in that proportion do we affirm
that we have the autographic text; that not only we, but all men, may see it if they
will; and that God has not permitted the Bible to become so hopelessly corrupt
that its restoration to its original text is impossible. As a matter of fact, the great
body of the Bible is, in its autographic text, in the worst copies of the original texts
in circulation; practically the whole of it is in its autographic text in the best texts
in circulation; and he who will may today read the autographic text in large
stretches of Scripture without legitimate doubt, and, in the New Testament at
least, may know precisely at what rarely occurring points, and to what not very
great extent, doubts as to the genuineness of the text are still possible.

The Professor might have added that this autograph, thus accurately preserved,
and now in the hands of every reader of the corrected Greek text of the New
Testament, is faithfully represented to the eye of every English reader in the
renderings and marginal readings of the Revised Version. For while, as the
textual critics make plain to us, seven-eighths of the words of the New Testament
are now printed in the very form in which they came from the original penmen,
and nine hundred and ninety-nine thousandths of it absolutely so in meaning;
and while we can put our finger on every word about which there remains any
doubt; the marginal readings of the revised New Testament enable the reader
who knows not a word of Greek to put his finger also on these words, and to
know that all the rest are precisely those of the autographs. It is a most
mischievous and deceptive device, therefore, originating from the heat of
controversy, to speak of the autographic writing of the apostles as though it were
lost to the world, never to be known again except by conjecture.

Thank God, we have it in a purer form than our fathers had, even back to the
early ages of the faith; and with this autographic writing in our hands, we stand
before those who would criticize its representations, and say: Gentlemen, show
us an error here which by a fair logical process can be certainly charged to the
inspired penmen, and we will concede that to this extent their inspiration failed to
guard against error. You have not done so yet; for all the specifications which you
have made fail of this essential condition. We would caution them also to
remember that there is the breadth of the heavens between infinitesimal errors of
detail in a very few instances, and such errors as they are constantly charging
upon the Scriptures, errors in which multitudes of facts, arguments and
inferences in every part of the Bible are discredited at the good pleasure of every
opinionated critic. The former would be a puzzle worthy of profound
consideration and an earnest effort at solution; but the latter makes the Bible less
reliable as a record of facts than Macaulayʼs History of England or Bancroftʼs
History of the United States. We want no such Bible as that, and the coming
generation will have none at all if that is the alternative
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Special Thanks to all who aided in feeding brother John Grubb each
night of the meeting and for the presence of so many!
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Wiley & Betty Tuggle.
Tim II, Rachel, & Titus Wilkes are in the process of
moving from Bay, and are transitioning to full-time work.
Also, they are expecting an addition to the family.

Sept. 18 - 22, Speaker: Allen Webster

Family & Friends
Carl Hounshell--One of the elders at Independence is in
the hospital in Indiana suffering from some serious health
problems.
Virginia Mayfield--friend of Bren, has leukemia.
Ray Maples--undergoing chemo-therapy for leukemia.
He has expressed his gratitude for our prayers.
Kelly Ann Cooper (16)--had to have liver transplant, but
now her body is rejecting the transplant.
Pat Allen--severely suffering from cancer.
Carla Carlson--undergoing chemo-therapy.
Janie Brister--has multiple health problems.
Cathy Thompson--has lupus.
James Angel; Steve Angel; Gloria Angel; Bob Spurlin;
David Bragg.
Let us not forget to pray for the works being done
through Fishers of Men, Far East Missions, and the
Open Door Ministry.

September Anniversaries
9/5 Jake & Milba Sutton
9/19 Tim & Lynn Wilkes
9/27 Wiley & Betty Tuggle

September Birthdays
9/11 Molly Ratliff
9/14 April Kinney
9/26 Bren Burdsal

See Elizabeth Baker to get your picture taken for the
upcoming church directory. Also, fill out a personal
additional information sheet and give to Elizabeth.
John Grubbʼs sermons from our meeting
are available via paper document,
electronic document, and audio files that
will be posted on our website.

Financial Seminar at Thyatira

“Existence of God” Debate -- Sept. 29
Kyle Butt &

Sunday Night For the Savior -- Oct. 2
Coldwater Trade Days -- Oct. 8
Bible Bowl -- Oct. 8 -- 5PM -- Looxahoma
Acts 5, 6, 7 -- We are hosting!

Coldwater Work Day -- Oct. 22
More details to come!

Zoo Boo -- Oct. 22 PM
More details to come!
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Caleb Baker
Andy Ratliff
Clifton Angel
Jason Bayless
Jeffrey Ferrell
Jim Jackson

Song Leader
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Invitation
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Song Leader
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