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GOD HAS A PATTERN
by Billy Bland
"And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell
among them. According to all that I shew thee, [after] the
pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make [it]" (Exodus
25:9).
"And look that thou make [them] after their pattern, which
was shewed thee in the mount" (Exodus 25:40).
"And this work of the candlestick [was of] beaten gold, unto
the shaft thereof, unto the flowers thereof, [was] beaten
work: according unto the pattern which the LORD had
shewed Moses, so he made the candlestick" (Numbers
8:4).
"Hold the pattern of sound words which thou hast heard
from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (2
Timothy 1:13 American Standard Version).
! Reader friend, are you aware of the fact that God has never
left man to his own directions? Did you know that God has always
told man how he is to live and worship God? Sadly many have the
misconception that it really doesn't matter how man worships God,
just so long as he is sincere. In effect, this is saying God doesn't
have a pattern for us to follow. In such "reasoning" man becomes
his own standard. However, Jeremiah in the long ago stated: "O
LORD, I know that the way of man [is] not in himself: [it is] not in
man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jeremiah 10:23). Likewise,
the Proverb writer penned the following words: "There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof [are] the
ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12). Thank God that He has given us
a pattern and hasn't left us to grope in the darkness.
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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Man, however, must recognize that God has a pattern (a blue print), for us to follow.
A PATTERN UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD
! There are many examples where God had a pattern for mankind during the Old
testament age. Only a few of them will here be noted.
! God gave Noah a blue print or pattern for constructing the ark. He told Noah the
type of wood to be used, the dimensions of the ark as well as the particulars of the ark.
"Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it
within and without with pitch. And this [is the fashion] which thou shalt make it [of]: The
length of the ark [shall be] three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the
height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou
finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; [with] lower,
second, and third [stories] shalt thou make it" (Genesis 6:14-16). Noah wasn't left to his
own discretion. Neither was Noah to deviate from the pattern in any fashion. Noah was
faithful to God's word and consequently he and his family were spared from the flood.
"Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he" (Genesis 6:22).
! God also gave Moses a pattern for the Tabernacle (house of worship). In the
passages quoted at the beginning of this article one will notice that God instructed
Moses to make all things according to the pattern. In like fashion the Hebrew writer
stated: "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was
admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, [that]
thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (Hebrews
8:5).
A PATTERN FOR US TODAY
! The church of Christ was not accidently started. God did not ask man to build Him a
church. Instead Jesus Christ build the church and man should not erect one in
competition to it. Just as God had a pattern during Old Testament times, He likewise
has a pattern for us today. This pattern is God's word - the Bible. One can identify the
Lord's church by going to the pattern and noting the marks or characteristics of Christ's
church.
! First, there is the builder of the church—Jesus Christ. Jesus said: "And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). Jesus built His church in the first
century. Note carefully that this is hundreds of years before denominations ever
appeared.
! Another identifying mark of the lord's church is that it was established in the city of
Jerusalem. The prophet Isaiah prophesied that the Lord's house would be established
in the last days and that out of Zion would go forth the law and the word of the Lord...

from Jerusalem (see Isaiah 2:2-3). This was fulfilled in Acts chapter two.
! The third identifying mark is the worship of the church. Jesus said: "God [is] a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship [him] in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). Did you
notice the word "must"? God has regulated how we are to worship Him. Again, man
must not deviate from the pattern. In the New Testament one reads of five acts of
worship.They are: (1) Prayer I Thess. 5:17; (2) Singing (without mechanical instruments
of music), Eph. 5:19; (3) The Lord's Supper Acts 20:7; (4) Giving I Cor. 16:1-2; (5) and
the teaching or preaching of God's word Acts 20:7. These can be done in the Lord's
name (Col. 3:17). They are in God's pattern. Again man must not deviate from God's
pattern.
!
! God likewise has a pattern of doctrine (teaching), to which man is to adhere. Again,
man has stated that it doesn't matter so much what a person believes. Yet, the Bible
speaks of a "form of doctrine" (Romans 6:17). Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to make
sure no other doctrine was taught - "As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I
went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other
doctrine," (I Timothy 1:3). Paul, as a faithful servant, guarded the one true Gospel - "But
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now
again, If any [man] preach any
other gospel unto you than that
ye have received, let him be
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