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Baptism, Works, and Salvation
by Trent Childers
Many in the religious world will affirm that baptism is important, but
will deny that it is essential. Many will affirm that is is a command, but
will deny it is absolutely necessary. Many will affirm that belief,
repentance, and even confession are necessary, but will deny that baptism
is so necessary. Is baptism connected to salvation?
It is in order to discuss the issue that many have with saying that baptism
is essential to salvation. Many believe that saying it is so essential is
equivalent to saying that one earns his salvation through works. Not all
works mentioned in the Bible are meritorious. The Bible mentions
different classes of works. Notice the following chart:
Works of the
Law
Rom. 3:20-31
“shall no flesh
be justified.”

Works of Merit Works of Obedience
Eph. 2:8-9;
Rom. 4:3-5
“Not of works,
lest any man
should boast.”

James 2
“by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only.”

To read of works in the Bible and lump them all into one category is to
err. The Bible is “God breathed” and inerrant (2 Tim. 3:16-17), but if
there were only one category of works discussed in Scripture, passages
would be at odds with one another. As recorded in Romans 3, Paul taught
that one cannot be justified through works of the law of Moses. There
were those who had affirmed, “Except ye be circumcised after the
manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1), which is absolutely
false. It was needful then for Paul to show that the law of Moses was...
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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...never intended to justify, which he did show. To say Paul was teaching against works
altogether is to grievously err. Is salvation “not of works” (Eph. 2:8-9)? Yes. Is it true that “by
works a man is justified” James 2:24)? Yes. Paul was discussing works of merit. Paul added,
“lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). One cannot boast of salvation, as he is not the source
of it, but rather Jesus Christ is. Does this rule out works altogether? If it did, then belief would be
eliminated, as it is a work (John 6:28-29). Belief is something an individual has to decide to do.
Paul elsewhere taught the necessity of obedience (2 The. 1:7-10). Paul was obviously not
eliminating works (as even a casual reading of Scripture will easily show), but rather he was
showing that one does not earn anything through his works, and even after he has performed
them, he has nothing of which to boast, and Jesus Christ is still the source. James was discussing
the necessity of works, of an obedient faith, as he wrote, “Ye see then how that by works a man
is justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). An obedient faith is necessary to put a person in
a position to be saved by Jesus Christ. So Paul was able to say of Abraham, “For if Abraham
were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God” (Rom. 4:2), and James
was able to say of Abraham, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the altar” (James 2:21)? and there be no contradiction, because
different works are in view. Noteworthy is the fact that Paul describes baptism as follows,
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God (Emp. T.C.), who hath raised him from the dead” (Col. 2:12). The sinner
places himself in a position for God to operate on him and wash away his sins. Obviously then,
to say no works are necessary in order for one to be saved is to blatantly ignore Biblical
teaching.
How does the Bible relate baptism to salvation? Notice the consistent Biblical teaching in regard
to baptism’s connection to salvation (These are not all of the passages regarding baptism):
Mark 16:16
John 3:5
Acts 2:38
Acts 2:41; see v. 47
Acts 22:16
Rom. 6:3

baptized
born of water and of the Spirit
baptized
baptized
baptized
baptized

Rom. 6:4

baptism

Eph. 5:26

with the washing of water by
the word

saved
enter into the kingdom of God
for the remission of sins
added
wash away thy sins
into Jesus Christ; into His
death
into death; walk in newness of
life
sanctify and cleanse

Eph. 5:27
Eph. 5:28
Eph. 5:29
Eph. 5:30

Eph. 5:31

baptized
baptized
baptism

into one body
into Christ
risen with him through the faith
of the operation of God
by the washing of regeneration, he saved us
and renewing of the Holy
Ghost;
baptism
doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ:

It is absolutely undeniable that baptism is connected with salvation, that it is essential to
salvation. Does the water save? Well, did the water from the Jordan river cleanse Naaman of his
leprosy? (2 Kings 5). The power of the Lord did, but Naaman would have walked away a leper
had he not dipped in the Jordan as commanded. So it is, one must be immersed into water in
order to have sins washed away by the blood of Christ.
Consider another Old Testament example. Joshua 6:2 records, “And the LORD said unto Joshua,
See, I have given into thine hand Jericho (Emp. T.C.), and the king thereof, and the mighty
men of valour.” God said he had “given,” but did they at that moment have the city? Were they
commanded to do anything to obtain the city? Yes! Specific instructions were given (Jos. 6:3-5),
and those instructions were performed (Jos. 6:6-20). Then, that is, when they obeyed God’s
instructions, “they took the city” (Jos. 6:20). Is it still true that God gave them the city? Yes. Is
it true that they did not earn it by their
works? Obviously, as performing those
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for which people had to perform works to
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Yes, it is “by works a man is justified, and
Friday: ! ! Luke! 21 — 22
not by faith only” (James 2:24), but after one
rises to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4),
Saturday: !! Luke ! 23 — 24
it is “Not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Eph. 2:9).
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