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FOR WHOM DID

JESUS DIE?
PART ONE

The Treacherous
Written by Clifton Angel

“God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son” (John 3:16). By “gave,” it is understood
that Jesus’ coming was a gift. It is understood that
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Jesus’ coming was a sacrifice. It is understood that
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Jesus’ coming was for the purpose of dying. But for
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whom did Jesus die? “Hereby perceive we the love of
God, because he laid down his life for us” (1 John
3:16). “He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1
John 2:2). For whom did Jesus die? The whole world.
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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But let’s zoom in a little closer and note more specifically the types
of individuals for whom Jesus died. We will accomplish this by
focusing solely on the individuals surrounding the cross of Christ—
from His arrest to His death.
Jesus died for the treacherous. Has anyone ever betrayed you? Are
you currently holding a grudge against someone that has betrayed
you? A former friend? A family member? A brother or sister in
Christ? Have you betrayed someone? Jesus died for them. Jesus
died for you.
One of the greatest ironies in all of Scripture is the fact that Jesus
died for those who put Him to death. He died for every person
surrounding the crucifixion event. Yes, Jesus even died for the
treacherous Judas Iscariot. “When Jesus had spoken these words,
he went forth with his disciples over the brook Kidron, where was a
garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. And Judas
also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes
resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then, having received a
band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees,
cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus
therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went …

… forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered him,
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also,
which betrayed him, stood with them” (John 18:1–5).
Judas Iscariot was Jesus’ treasurer. He was a greedy man. And he
thought he was going to be the treasurer for the most wealthy and
powerful nation on earth—the Jesus nation, or kingdom. Judas, like
Peter and the other disciples, thought their Messiah was coming to
establish a physical kingdom on earth. They thought Jesus was
going to lead them in a victorious revolt against Rome. Once
successful, Judas Iscariot would be one of the richest and most
important men on earth. Such ideas were never in the mind of God.
God’s eternal purpose was to build a spiritual kingdom—the church
(Ephesians 3:10–11). Sadly, many still believe and teach a physical,
earthly kingdom. It is this very idea that led to strife between
brothers (James and John), Peter’s denial, and Judas’ betrayal.
Jesus died for these, just like Jesus died for you and me.
Yes, Jesus died for Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. Sadly, Judas
never chose Jesus. Therefore, Judas will never receive the benefits
of Jesus’ vicarious death. However, if you are reading these words
and have betrayed Jesus, be assured: He died for you. Will you
choose Him?
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He is the propitiation for our sins:
and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world
—1 John 2:2—
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