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VISITORS,
WELCOME!

FOR WHOM DID

PART FOUR

JESUS DIE? The Suicidal
Written by Clifton Angel

Jesus died for the suicidal. This may be a topic not
often enough considered and discussed. One who is
suicidal is one who is “deeply unhappy or depressed
and likely to commit suicide” (Dictionary, Apple Inc.,
Electronic source). I may take this definition further and
say that such a person is in such a dark place in his
mind that he cannot see into the future; he cannot see
any “light at the end of the tunnel.” It is truly a mindset
of hopelessness. Said persons may have made
unsuccessful attempts at ending their lives, however,
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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… one can be suicidal even if no attempts have been made to commit
suicide. To be suicidal does not mean one HAS to commit suicide.
Rather, Jesus died to give hope to those who have no hope. Prior to
ending his life, Judas was suicidal. We know he was because of the end
result. It does not mean he was suicidal all of his life. Rather, events
occurred in such an arrangement and he made certain choices that led
to him thinking there was no escape from his burden but to kill himself.
My heart breaks for the persons that adopt such a hopeless view. My
heart breaks for their families. But my heart breaks even more that they
do not see that there is an escape—one that is filled with hope and
continued physical life. The escape? Jesus.
Matthew’s gospel account and Luke’s Acts of the Apostles are the only
Biblical writings which explicitly record Judas’ suicide. Matthew records
for us that after the chief priests and elders bound Jesus and led Him to
Pilate, “Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was
condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and elders” (Matthew 27:3). I believe another
translation will help us here in bringing out more clearly what the
original text says, “Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was
condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and the elders” (Matthew 27:3, ESV). Two things
could potentially cause confusion in the former rendering: (1) the …

… pronoun “he” can become confusing as to whether it is speaking of
Judas or Jesus, (2) the word “repented” could make us think that Judas
truly turned from his sin. Even if we could prove that Judas wanted to
make right his sinful state, he turned to the wrong source for answers.
Judas went to the chief priests and elders, “Saying, I have sinned in that I
have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see
thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and
departed, and went and hanged himself.” (Matthew 27:4–5). Judas’
traditional source for religious counsel told him, “You are on your own,
buddy!” And so, he “hanged himself.”
My heart is heavy as I wonder: What if Judas had waited a little longer?
What if he had gone to Jesus for answers? Surely, Jesus would have told
him, “You are not alone.” Surely, Jesus would have offered him yet
another opportunity for salvation! Jesus could have given him hope!
Jesus could have prevented one who was suicidal from committing
suicide!
Jesus died for the suicidal. If we expect to turn the hopeless to the hope
of Christ, we must be patient, empathetic, and enduring. Such a one is
already filled with shame and condemnation; more of such would only
be detrimental. Let us be diligent to show that Jesus came “that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (Jn. 10:10).
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